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A Blaricum 
Topolooy for 
Brouwer 
Dirk van Dalen 

Does your hometown have any 

mathematical tourist attractions such 

as statues, plaques, graves, the cafd 

where the famous conjecture was made, 

the desk where the famous initials 

are scratched, birthplaces, houses, or 

memorials? Have you encountered 

a mathematical sight on your travels? 

If  so, we invite you to submit to this 

column a picture, a description of its 

mathematical significance, and either 

a map or directions so that others 

may foUow in your tracks. 

O ne hundred years ago, L. E. J. 
Brouwer settled in one of the most 

attractive Dutch villages, Blaricum. 
The village had a reputation for undis- 
turbed landscapes, for artists, and for 
experiments in social communes. One 
of these communes, the Christian An- 
archists, was led by the charismatic 
Professor Van Rees. When this com- 
mune fell apart, Brouwer bought part  
of the land and asked his friend 
Rudolph Mauve (son of the famous 
painter Anton Mauve) to design a small 
cottage for him. The cottage, called 
"the hut," was ready in 1904. In that 
year Brouwer and his bride Lize moved 
in; they remained faithful to the hut and 
Blaricum for the rest of their lives. 

The property contained some rem- 

nants of the old commune (e.g., a ro- 
tating "tuberculosis" hut). In the course 
of time Brouwer added some small 
buildings (e.g., the Padox). In the 1920s 
he bought a neighboring villa, De Pim- 
pernel at the Torenlaan. In 1925-26 the 
Hut and De Pimpernel were the center 
of the Dutch topological school, with 
Alexandrov, Menger, Newman, Vi- 
etoris, and even Emmy Noether as 
short-term visitors. 

The village, and the whole area, 
called Het Gooi, were for a long time 
the home of a rich variety of artists 
(e.g., Piet Mondriaan); it also attracted 
the attention of well-known Dutch ar- 
chitects. Even today, the village offers 
a panorama of original (small) farm- 
houses, interesting eccentric houses, 

Please send all submissions to 

Mathematical Tourist Editor, 

Dirk Huylebrouck, Aartshertogstraat 42, 

8400 Oostende, Belgium 

e-mail: dirk.huylebrouck@ping.be 

Map of the center of Blaricum, showing the cemetery (above) and 

the Torenlaan (below), where Brouwer lived, 
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Copy of the original newspaper article. 
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A cottage designed in 1904 by Brouwer's friend Rudolph Mauve. It was always referred to as the hut. 

Brouwer at work in his Blaricum place (Brouwer Archive). 
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"Pimpernel," the villa in Blaricum, adjacent to the hut. 

A small structure on a rotating base that could fol low the sun. These little houses were often used by tuberculosis patients, hence the name 

"TBC hut." 
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"The Padox," a prefab house, used for guests. 

and opulent villas in the pre-war style. 
In 2000, Brouwer's hut and the other 
small buildings fell victim to property 
developers; fortunately De Pimpernel 
escaped the demolition crews. 

The fate of the hut raised fears that 
Brouwer's grave, for which the lease 
had run out, could also be cleared out. 
The national press voiced its concern 
(see inset), and the town of Blaricum 
acted with a great sense of responsi- 
bility; it decided to preserve the 
graves of Lize and Bertus Brouwer 
and to care for the graves. The Dutch 
mathematical community (repre- 
sented by the Royal Dutch Mathemat- 

ical Society) and the University of 
Amsterdam acted fittingly by placing 
a modest memorial--a  glass plate 
etched with the text "Luitzen Egber- 
tus Brouwer, Mathematician-Philoso- 
pher. Father of the New Topology. 
Founder of Intuitionism," followed by 
a text in Brouwer's handwriting 
etched into the glass plate. 

A bus from the train station in Hil- 
versum takes the visitor to the center 
of Blaricum, from which it is a 10- 
minute walk to the cemetery. For 
hikers, there is a path round the 
IJsselmeer, the Zuiderzeepad, which 
passes by the cemetery (see map). 

More historical information on 
Brouwer can be found in my biography 
Mystic, Geometer and Intuitionist: 
The Life of L.E.J. Brouwer. Vol 1. The 
Dawning Revolution; vol. 2, Hope and 
Disillusion, Oxford University Press, 
1999 and 2005, resp. The unique pho- 
tographs that accompany this contri- 
bution are by Dokie van Dalen. 
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